THIS WEEK'S TOP INDUSTRY & AHIMA NEWS
ICD10 CONVERSION COSTS MUCH LOWER THAN REPORTED
New data published on the Journal of AHIMA website suggests that the
estimated costs, time and resources required for physician offices to convert to
ICD10 are "dramatically lower" than initial estimates. In addition, the
evidence also suggests that physicians and their office staff, vendors, and
health plans have made considerable progress on ICD10 implementation with
fewer resources than previously estimated. According to the article, ICD10
conversion for a small practice costs in the range of $1,900$5,900, in stark
contrast to a 2014 update of a widely referenced 2008 report by Nachimson
Advisors to the American Medical Association, which estimated costs between
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$22,560 and $105,506.
Read the full article at the Journal website.
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CORRECTION TO THE NOVEMBER 6 EALERT
Due to technical difficulties, some readers reported trouble accessing the
AHIMA resource in the November 6 EAlert "Setting the Facts Straight About
ICD10: What Physicians Need to Know About the Transition," which
addresses common provider misconceptions about ICD10. The document has
been reuploaded to a new location. If you were not able to access the
resource, please use the new link.

ICD10 MSDRG V32 DEFINITIONS MANUAL AND MCE POSTED
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has posted the ICD10
MSDRG v32 Definitions Manual and Medicare Code Editor (MCE) files to its
website. These files represent the ICD10 version of the MSDRGs v32, which
are based on ICD9CM codes. The ICD10 MSDRGs v33 will be implemented
on October 1, 2015, subject to formal rulemaking as part of the Inpatient
Prospective Payment System proposed rule.
Access the files at the CMS website.

HHS ISSUES GUIDANCE ON PRIVACY IN AN EMERGENCY
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STATUS UPDATE: SOCIAL MEDIA IN HEALTHCARE AND HIM
Thoughtful social media strategies can educate the public and reflect positively
on the healthcare organization's brand, says Joanna Belbey, a social media
compliance specialist for the IT security company Actiance. But organizations
also need to mitigate risks around security, compliance, and enablement and
productivity. In conjunction with the Journal of AHIMA's November/December
eCompliance issue, the Journal website features a Q & A with Belbey about the
role of social media and telemedicine in healthcare, and how to manage the
risks. Read the Q&A.

DESPITE PRIVACY AND SECURITY WORRIES, SUPPORT FOR
EHRs
The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology has
released results of a survey conducted between 2012 and 2013 to determine
public perception of medical records' privacy and security, the impact on how
patients interact with providers, and how their concerns affect their support for
electronic health records (EHRs). Of those surveyed, most were "very or
somewhat concerned" about the privacy (75 percent) and security (69
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percent) of their medical records. But less than one in 10 reported withholding
information from providers due to those concerns. The level of concern was
about the same for paper and electronic records, and most respondents
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Download the report at HealthIT.gov.
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